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The Rising Tide of Public Opinion 





throughout the nation. 


and public confidence in, the Bar. 





HIS ISSUE of Tue Bu ttetin is largely devoted to matters that should 
receive the earnest, immediate and continuous attention of every lawyer. 
Some of us will be shocked when we read what is being said about lawyers 
in the editorial columns of publications of wide circulation and great influence 


The extent and vigor of the present flood of criticism, not to say actual 
condemnation of the Bar, is truly amazing. 

And yet no one should be greatly surprised. It has been growing for a 
long time and the present outburst is the result of the Bar’s laissez faire attitude 
toward abuses that have been carelessly tolerated or deliberately ignored. 

It did not require the gift of a seer to predict the very thing that is hap- 
pening—if it has not already happened—namely, loss of public patience with, 














“LAWYERS AND CRIME.” 
(Saturday Evening Post Editorial) 


HEN the Attorney-General of the 

United States finds it necessary 
* * * to refer to ‘unscrupulous law- 
yers who aid and abet criminals and em- 
ploy every unworthy artifice in their de- 
fense,’ the public cannot fail to realize 
that in the relation between lawyers and 
crime it faces a problem at once peculiar 
and ominous. The Attorney-General went 
on to say that there is reason to believe 
that in many localities a certain number 
of lawyers are in touch with and regu- 
larly employed by the criminal element, 
being the scavengers of the bar and un- 
worthy of their profession. 

“There is nothing new about this; it 
merely puts the high official seal upon 
what has long been common knowledge 
and admitted in detail by leaders of the 
bar themselves. But such a_ statement 
from a Cabinet member has peculiar sig- 
nificance because it serves to sanction a 
mounting indignation on the part of the 
general public. * * *. 

“In no profession is there a more out- 
standing element of well-educated, intel- 
ligent and public-spirited men than in the 
law. They deal largely with matters of 
Statecraft, and with no other single group 
does the preservation of our worthwhile 


institutions rest so intimately. A large 
number of them know nothing of criminal 
law and are proud of their ignorance; an- 
other group is made up of honest, public- 
spirited and courageous men who have 
only a limited contact with criminal mat- 
ters, serve only as advocates, have other 
interests, and do not want to be bothered 
with criminal cases. 

“But there is a third group that does not 
engage in or cannot secure general prac- 
tice, and which frankly bids for criminal 
business. According to a recent address 
by Clarence E. Martin, it is not ex- 
clusively but otcasionally, among some of 
these lawyers, that we find connivance and 
connection between lawyer and criminal, 
with its concomitants of jury fixing, brib- 
ery and perjury. 

“Here, most frequently, is where the 
brains of many a criminal conspiracy is 
located and where part of the profits 
find their way. Here, Mr. Martin asserts, 
is the hatchery of much of our organized 
and mercenary crime. 

“But the public does not draw fine dis- 
tinctions among different groups of law- 
yers. It does not know which groups of 
lawyers are members of bar associations 
or active in their committees. * * * 
It forgets that as long as archaic criminal 
procedures—the boon of the unscrupulous 
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ATTENTION TO EMPLOYERS! 


HELP YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS! The office of the Associ- 
ation has on fiie applications for employment classified as follows: 









Experienced practioners seeking salaried positions; 
Attorneys recently admitted seeking salaried posi- bi 





tions; 


Experienced and unexperienced attorneys who are 
willing to render services for desk space; 


Attorneys seeking working arrangements that will 
permit of their taking care of their own clients; 


Legal Secretaries and Stenographers. 
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Telephone Vandike 5701 and Vandike 9992. 
Your communications are kept confidential. 
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criminal lawyer—exists, any lawyer, no 
matter how ethical, must employ them, 
even though he may disapprove of them 
in theory. 

“Although preposterously overcrowded, the 
legal profession comprises a very small body 
of men, relatively speaking. It can clean its 
own house, if it really wishes to, much faster 
}than it can induce a hundred and twenty 
million people to take an interest in doing 
the job. Bar association committees and law 
institutes know perfectly well what provisions 
should take the place of the utterly outworn 
and crime-breeding criminal code. * * * 

“If the better members of the bar have 
insufficient authority in their associations to 
handle the miscreants of their profession, they 
can get it from the legislatures, if only they 
will stand together. There is too much indi- 
vidualism, too much dignified caution, possibly, 
in some cases, too much self-importance, 
among lawyers to effect the integration which 
‘is all that is needed to sweep away a whole 
I)series of abuses. The public becomes more 
fand more impatient with the bar; more and 
more unsympathetic.” 








“CLEANING UP THE BAR.” 
(Los Angeles Times Editorial) 


“Presiding Justice Pullen of the Third 
District Court of Appeal and President 
} Earle W. Evans of the American Bar As- 
sociation made pleas on the same day for 
speedier justice and cleansing the legal 
profession of shysters and crooks. Jus- 
tice Pullen proposed a four-step program 
for improving the situation in California, 
of which the third called for honest adher- 
ence on the part of lawyers to the high- 
est principles of the profession, while 
President Evans admitted the responsi- 
bility of the bar for the presence in it of 
men who connive with and protect felons. 
“‘We know better than anyone else 
who are the men who traduce the pro- 
fession,’ he said. ‘Let us rise to the chal- 
lenge of the public and the newspapers to 
get rid of them or reform them.’ 

“In this state the bar was permitted 
by the public to organize as a selfgovern- 
ng body under the pledge that it would 
discipline and control its members in the 
ublic interest, better than was being done 
under the old system. But if there has 
een any improvement it is so slight as not 
0 be noticeable. It is time that pledge 
was kept and that rules and codes of ethics 












were adopted (and enforced) which would 
protect the public. The State Bar has 
been active enough in the purely selfish 
function of protecting lawyers. From time 
to time grandiloquent plans have been an- 
nounced for getting after the shysters and 
pettifoggers who impede justice, but to all 
appearances these plans never get beyond 
the blue-print stage. 

“Whether this is sheer laziness or perversity 
may be a question, but in either case the 
public is getting increasingly impatient. One 
barrier to reform is the large number of 
lawyers in the Legislature, who, being for the 
most part from the lower grades of the pro- 
fession, sidetrack any legislation which would 
hit any lawyer’s pocketbook. The profession 
had better not try to dam up public indigna- 
tion too long.” 


“CHALLENGE TO THE BAR.” 
(Los Angeles Examiner Editorial) 


“One reason why crooks and racketeers 
flourish in America is because they are 
always able to hire crooked and racketeer- 
ing lawyers. 

“And the only reason why we have these 
licensed harpies is because honest lawyers 
have neglected to clean up their own pro- 
fession. 

“These assertions—denied by nobody 
worth listening to—have been made many 
times. They have been made by deans 
of law colleges, and by editors of legal 
journals. They have been made by the 
Attorney General of the United States. 
They were made a few weeks ago in an 
editorial in the Saturday Evening Post. 
And they were made again last Saturday 
night in a speech at Chicago by Earle W. 
Evans, president of the American Bar 
Association. 

“Tf all this iteration and reasseveration 
does not bestir the legal profession into a 
thorough housecleaning of its own affairs 
and membership, in heaven’s name what 
will? 

“Do the lawyers of America want rules 
of admittance and of behavior drafted for 
them aribtrarily by Congress and the Leg- 
islatures? 

“If not, the lawyers themselves had bet- 
ter ot Geer?! * 6° CS, 

“It would be an excellent thing for 
America—and for the lawyers of America 
—if every bar association in the country 
took up this challenge. 
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“Yet how many of the associations will 
have the courage or the initiative to do so? 
“Not many—if the performances of a 
hundred years indicate anything. * * * 
“The bar associations, as the organized 
and recognized voice of the legal profes- 
sion, can go to Congress or to any Legis- 





lature and obtain any law necessary to 
drive crooks out of the legal profession 
and to keep them out. 

“Sooner or later, that very thing is go- 
ing to be done. Primarily, it is the law- 
yers’ business.” 


| Exterminate the “Lawyer Criminal”! 


(American Bar Association Journal Editorial) 


TTORNEY GENERAL CUMMINGS 
has done well to use the influence of 
his great position to stimulate activity to 


‘remove from the practice of the profes- 


\sion the lawyer who really acts as the 
} accomplice of the criminal elements. There 
'can be but one answer to his appeal and 
that is an intensification of the efforts in 
both Federal and State jurisdictions to rid 
)the Bar of those whom he rightly terms 
‘the scavengers who are disgracing the 
I profession of the Law.’ 
| “The reaction of both the Bar and the 
) Press to the Attorney General’s summons 
| to this important service is exactly what 
| might have been expected. The State Bar 
of Oklahoma, the Association of the Bar 
of the City of New York, as well as many 
, other leading Bar organizations, have sent 
him the assurance that they are with him 
‘and will do everything possible to help 


fringe’ from the profession. * * *., 

“The comments of the press on the 
Attorney General’s move, as a rule, show 
the needed intelligent discrimination be- 
tween the criminal lawyer and the ‘lawyer 
criminal.’ Thus while the program has 
been widely heralded as one for the ‘clean- 
up of the Bar,’ it is quite well understood 
that it is only the very small element that 
is closely associated with criminals and 
practically aids and abets them in the 
prosecution of their crimes that is aimed 
ee 

“As to the methods to be pursued in 
this campaign, no general rule can be laid 
down. Each Bar and each Court will 
take the steps which the circumstances 
seem to call for. * * * Members of 
Bar Associations should be alert to ob- 
serve and report evidences of illegal con- 
nection with the underworld both to the 
courts and to the Bar Associations.” 


i“ this elimination of the ‘criminal 
F 


Lawyers of Nation Open War on Crime 


“The American Bar Association launched 
yesterday a nation-wide drive for the so- 
Hlution of the crime problem. 

; “Enlistment of the aid of state and 
}county lawyers’ associations throughout the 
country in coordinated local investigations 
of criminal law and its administration was 
begun by a committee of the national asso- 
ciation. The committee is sending 1,350 
questionnaries to as many local bodies to 
guide the local inquiries. 

“In this city, the Association of the Bar 
of the City of New York has appointed a 
special committee to combat the breakdown 
of criminal law. George Z. Medalie, 





(New York Times, December 16, 1933) 


former United States Attorney, whose in- 
come tax investigations and other prose- 
cutions of criminals gained wide acclaim, 
has accepted appointment as chairman of 
the committee, Thomas D. Thacher, presi- 
dence of the city association announced. 
“Samuel Seabury also has agreed to 
serve on the committee, Mr. Thacher said. 
The other members who have accepted ap- 
pointments are John M. Harlan, Charles 
E. Hughes, Jr., John McK. Minton, Jr., 


Joseph M. Proskauer, Clarence J. Shearn, 


Kenneth M. Spence and Charles H. Tuttle. 
“Tt will be the function of this com- 
mittee,’ Mr. Thacher said, ‘to study the 
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administration of the police department, 
the district attorney’s office and the courts 
and to see to it that these agencies are 
strengthened in method and organization 
and vigorously and effectively employed 
for the protection of society. 
THE NATIONAL PROGRAM 

“This committee and the others to be 
formed by local associations in response to 
the American Bar Association’s campaign 
will seek ‘to find out why the criminal law 
has broken down and to take steps, legis- 
lative and otherwise, to correct weaknesses 
in its enforcement,’ it was declared in a 
statement from the national association. 

“The criminal law investigation is part 
of the national bar program adopted at the 
association’s last annual meeting. Leaders 
of the bar will be asked to assume re- 
sponsibility for such needed changes in 
the law and its administration as are dis- 
closed by the inquiries. 


Reform of Criminal Statutes Demanded 


“The honor of the State of California 
and the safety of its citizens are at stake.” 

With that as its motto, the “committee 
for better administration of justice,” com- 
posed of leaders in the work of the State 
Chamber of Commerce met at San Fran- 
cisco a few days ago and launched its dis- 
cussion of the program for a clean-up in 
California criminal laws. 

The meeting was preliminary to frequent 
sessions which will be conducted imme- 
diately in an effort to co-ordinate the work 
of the various groups now moving toward 
recommendations for the reform of crim- 
inal statutes. 


FOUR POINT PROGRAM 

The program as proposed includes the 
following: 

(1) Immediate conferences with all in 
terested groups and the inspection of au- 
thoritative data for important legal re- 
forms. 

(2) Co-ordination of the studies now 
under way for the assembling of compre- 
hensive and reliable data to be used in an 
educational campaign and for direct ac- 
tion. 

(3) Presentation to the people of a 
program backed by a united force of far- 
reaching influence. 


> 


“One section of the investigation is de. 
voted to the relation between politics and 
crime. It will seek to learn whether in the 
community covered criminals have suf. 
ficient influence to prevent punishment, 
whether the influence is exerted throw 
the police, the prosecutor’s office or the 
court, and if criminal elements have been 
identified with election frauds. 

“Weaknesses in the functioning of| 
prosecutors, lack of cooperation between} 
detection and prosecution agencies, failure 
to collect forfeited bail bonds, political ap 
pointments to prosecutors’ offices and in- 
ccmpetency or inadequacy of personnel 
are among the enforcement conditions to 
he investigated. 

““The queries under separate divisions] 
of the questionnaire are designed to ex-| 
pose every unhealthy condition in criminal 
law enforcement and with whom the re 
sponsibility lies,’ it was said.” 








(4) Co-operation with public officials 
and officers familiar with the prcblems to 
be solved. 


The committee was clothed with full 
authority by the State chamber directors 
to proceed as rapidly as possible with its 
task of formulating a program for pre 
sentation to the people and to the next 
Legislature. 

Almon FE. Roth, controller of Stanford 
University and a member of the commit 
tee, presented on behalf of the Santa 
Clara county group of citizens headed by 
S. G. Tompkins. fermer connty bar as- 
sociation president, contemplated _ legal 
changes recommendet by that group. 

Roth outlined proposals which include 
permission to call the accused person as 
a witness and question him. Failure of 
the accused person to take the witness 
stand in his or her own behalf could be 
commented on by the prosecution ‘n argu 
ments to the jury. 

Other proposed cha:ges discussed by 
Roth were those perm'tting a jury ver 
dict of nine out of twelve in civil cases, 
and ten out of twelve in criminal cases. 
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The Association “ls Going to Do Something About It” 


HE FOLLOWING STATEMENT on 
“Criminal Law and Its Enforcement” 
was recently given to the press by Hon. 
Earle W. Evans, President of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, and was extensively 
published throughout the country: 
“Recognizing the soundness of the 
frequently quoted statement of late Chief 
Justice Taft that ‘The administration of 
the criminal law is a disgrace to our 
civilization, the American Bar Asso- 
ciation is going to do something about 
it. The subject calls peculiarly for law- 
yer leadership and must be attended to 


with thoroughness and dispatch. We 
are going to first find out why this 
‘disgrace to our civilization’ con- 
tinues. Many people think they know 
why but we believe that we can 
hest get what we need in this all im- 
portant matter from the lawyers of 


the country. Accordingly we are today 
sending to various bar associations a 
questionnaire which will bring us de- 
pendable information from all of the 
states. Then after we ascertain the 
chief causes of this deplorable condition, 
we will promptly take the next step and 
endeavor to devise and effectively ap- 
ply a remedy. That too will be done by 
local bar associations, coordinated for the 
purpose by, and under the leadership of, 


the American Bar Association. The 
questionnaire calls for specific detailed 
information under these general head- 


ings: 

1. Relation between Politics and 
Crime. 

2. Prosecutor. 

3. Police. 

4. Lawyer Criminal. 

5. Racketeering. 

6. Kidnaping. 

7. Criminal Procedure. 

8. Federal v. Local Administration 
of Criminal Justice. 

9. Arousing the Bar. 


10. Other Problems. 

“IT now call upon every self-respect- 
ing lawyer in the United States to help 
put an everlasting end to this ‘disgrace 
to our civilization,’ first, by cooperating 
with his brethren in the gathering of 
the facts called for by the questionnaire, 
and second, by thereafter actively par- 
ticipating in a militant endeavor to apply 
the remedy. The present situation is 
intolerable. It not only is the ‘disgrace 
to our civilization’ that our dearly he- 
loved late Chief Justice and former 
President pronounced it, but it threatens 
to destroy that civilization by defeating 
its primary purpose, ¢. e., the protection 
of life, liberty and property.” 


Unlawful Practice of the Law 


By John G. Jackson, of the New York Bar* 


1930 the Committee on Ethics of the 
Bar Association reported to 
the Annual Meeting that for a number of 
years there had been constant comp'aint 
both of the encroachment of corporations 
and other lay organizations upon the pro 
fessional activities of the lawyer and also 
of the conduct of those lawyers who had 
made such encroachments possible by ac- 
cepting employment from intermediarie? 
to handle matters of a legal nature for 
their patrons, subscribers or members. The 
Committee( after reviewing the situation, 
stated that the matter was serious because 


| N 
\merican 


*Furnished by 


result would be if these con- 
allowed to increase and mul- 
and that such ccnditions 
commereialization 


of what the 
ditions were 
tiply unchecked, 


indicated an increasing 
of the practice of law which was a de- 
cided menace to the continued usefulness 


The Committee further 
reported that it had received many re- 
quests that it give consideration to the 
problems which these conditions presented 
but that for want of time it had been un- 
able to make any general investigation of 
the facts from a nation-wide standpoint; 
that it believed such a general investiga 


of the profession. 


American Bar Association with request to all local Bar publications to use. 
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COURT RULES 


Available Now at the Daily Journal Office 


212 Page Loose-leaf compilation of Court Rules and Rules of 
Practice, with New Rules, and Amendments, effective July 1, 1932. 


SUPERIOR COURT—Los Angeles County 

SUPERIOR COURT—Judicial Council Rules 

SUPREME AND APPELLATE COURTS—Judicial Council 
APPELLATE DEPT. SUPERIOR COURT—Judicial Council 
MUNICIPAL COURT—Los Angeles 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT—Southern District 
COURTS OF ADMIRALTY of the United States 

COURTS OF EQUITY of the United States 


All amendments, made since the publication, are available, 
in loose-leaf form, at Daily Journal Office, without charge. 


PRICE $1.00 


LOS ANGELES DAILY JOURNAL — 121 North Broadway — MUtual 6138 
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A Corporate Trustee 
for Your Clients 


HEN you are planning for a corporate Trustee for a client... 
either an estate, or any other form of trust ... we invite you 
to make full use of any service we can render. 
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Our Trust Officers, realizing our community of interest with Mem- 
bers of the Bar, and havinga high regard for the ethics of the 
legal profession, are ready to extend a maximum of cooperation at 
all times. 


Main Office, Fifth and Spring 


CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK 


LOS ANGELES 


BANKING OFFICES THROUGHOUT LOS ANGELES 
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| Meeting in 1931. 
) made in 1931, 1932 and 1933, and in 1933 
| the Committee was made a standing com- 
' mittee of the Association. 
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tion should he made to ascertata the ex- 
tent of such unauthorized practice and 
what, if anything, was being done to check 
it. It was, therefore, recommended that a 
special committee be appointed for these 
purposes and to report to the Association. 
A resolution to that effect was adopted I:y 
the Association and thereafter the first 
committee on the unauthorized practice of 
the law of the American Bar Association 
was appointed. 

This new committee proceeded to make 
the investigation directed and reported at 
length to the Association at the Annual 
Further reports were 


WIDE EXTENT 


A review of the reports of this Com- 
mittee will, it is believed, convince the 
most skeptical that the unauthorized prac- 
tice of the law is of wide extent through- 
out the country, and in certain of its as- 


| pects is being vigorously upheld and de- 


fended as justified by modern business 
conditions. 

In 1931 the report of the Committee 
showed that the practice of law was being 
undertaken by banks and trust companies, 
collection agencies, trade associations and 
clubs, credit associations, title companies, 
mortgage loan companies, corporate or- 


41 ganizers, adjusters, tax reduction bureaus, 


real estate brokers, property owners’ and 
other protective associations, automobile 
clubs and associations, notaries public, jus- 
tices of the peace and like minor officials. 

The Commiteee in confirmation of the 
views reported by the Committee on Ethics, 
expressed the unanimous opinion that un- 
authorized practices by these corporations 
and lay individuals would largely cease if 
it were not for the participation therein of 
members of the Bar. It was pointed out 
that in the cases in which the services of a 
duly admitted attorney were employed, un- 
authorized and unethical practices were 
found commingled, and that the conduct of 
a lawyer must be judged by measuring 
his acts by the established Code of Ethics 
and the conduct of the lay organization by 
state statutes or by general rules of law. 
In re Otterness (181 Minn. Rpts. 254), is 
an instance of this condition. There the 
lawyer sold his practice to a bank, ac- 
cepted a salaried position, continued to 


practice and his fees were paid to the 
bank. The lawyer’s conduct was unethical 
(Canon 35) and he was disciplined. The 
bank’s unauthorized conduct was likewise 
terminated by preventing the lawyer’s fur- 
ther participation therein. (See also Peo- 
ple v. Peoples Stock Yards State Bank, 
344 Ill. App. 462, 176 N. E. 901.) 


The Committee in its first report also 
called attention to the fact that in various 
parts of the country, particularly in the 
larger cities, conscientious and sincere ef- 
forts were being made by Bar Associations 
on the one hand and Corporate Fiduciary 
Associations on the other hand to estab- 
lish by agreement their proper respective 
fields of activity, and that most satisfactory 
results had been accomplished in many 
places by such efforts. (See also Report 
of Committee on Unauthorized Practice of 
the Law, American Bar Association, 1933.) 

It is obvious that no committee of five 
members of the American Bar Association 
by itself can put an end to unlawful prac- 
tices in the several states. The problem 
essentially is one that must be handled in 
the locality where the offenses occur and 
the Committee’s work, accordingly, has 
been directed toward furnishing informa- 
tion and advice and rendering assistance to 
state, district and local Bar Associations 
in the prevention and ending of unauthor- 
ized practices. It has also been able to 
bring about satisfactory results by con- 
ferring from time to time with national 
organizations such as the Committee on 
Cooperation with the Bar of the Trust 
Division of the American Bankers Asso- 
ciation. 

PENAL STATUTES DESIRABLE 

One other conclusion of this Committee 
is perhaps worthy of special note; namely, 
that statutes imposing a penalty on cor- 
porations and unlicensed individuals un- 
dertaking to practice law are desirable and 
should be enacted in states where no such 
legislation exists. In the opinion of the 
Committee, it is highly important, first, 
that such statutes should not be emascu- 
lated by exceptions in favor of any class 
of business, and, second, that they should 
not undertake to define the practice of the 
law, such a definition having been found 
neither practicable nor advisable, as self- 
limiting and inviting evasion. A _ study 
of definitions which had been attempted 
made it obvious that in the last analysis, 
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whether or not asparticular course of con- 
duct does or does not constitute the prac- 
tice of the law should be left to the 
courts. 

The 1933 meeting of the American Bar 
Association approved a national bar pro- 
gram to coordinate the activities of Asso- 
ciations throughout the country on a 
limited number of important subjects and 
selected as one the unauthorized practice 
of the law, it being the opinion that this 
subject was one of national importance 
and deserved and required the considera- 
tion of the Bar of the country as a whole, 
not because of any selfish interest of the 
members of the Bar but by reason of the 
fact that it bears directly on the proper 
and orderly administration of justice. 

To those engaged in Committee work on 
this subject it is apparent that the unlawful 
practice of the law can not exist to any 
serious extent without the participation therein 
of members of the Bar, and accordingly, 
lawyers must choose in this country to have 
either (1) an independent Bar, or (2) a Bar 
controlled by corporations and lay agencies. 
In other words, the Bar is to continue as a 
profession or it is to become a business or a 
part of business in its many forms. 


OBJECTIVE IS SERVICE 

Business as such is generally honorably 
and fairly conducted, but its objective is 
gain. The objective of the profession is 
and must be service, and when and if 
business controls the profession the ideal 
of service and undivided loyalty is lost, or 
at best subordinated, to the pursuit of gain. 
The unfortunate extremes to which this 
pursuit has led certain men prominent in 
the field of business are too fresh in the 
public mind to require repetition here. If 
the lawyer becomes a salaried employee of 
business he then owes a single and undi 
vided duty to contribute his efforts to the 
advantage of that business. As a lawyer, 
however, he owes a duty to the court and 
to the public, as well as to his client. He 
can not consistently act in dual capacities 
at one and the same time. If he is de- 
pendent on an employer’s pleasure for his 
livelihood, he is in no position to observe 
that independence of judgment and action 
that is indispensable to the lawyer. (See 
Opinion 10, Committee on Ethics, Ameri- 
can Bar Association.) 

Essentially the difference between a pro- 
fession and a business is that a member of a 


profession is required to place and serve the 
interests of another above every personal or 
selfish interest. No such duty rests upon one 
engaged in business. Admittedly and properly 
his motive is to make as much money as is 
honestly possible and advisable in each trans 
action he undertakes. 





This distinction is expressed or found in 
the ideals and traditions of the profession. 
A lawyer must, if assigned for that pur- | 
pose, defend an indigent prisoner, he may / 
not ordinarily represent conflicting inter- 
ests, he must avoid everything that may 
tend to mislead a party not represented by 
counsel, he may not acquire an interest in 
the subject matter of a litigation which he 
is conducting, candor and fairness are re 
quired of him in all his dealings, he may. 
not directly or indirectly solicit or ad-| 
vertise for business, he may not stir up| 
litigation directly or through agents, he 
must preserve his clients’ confidence for all 
time. 


IDEAL OF SERVICE } 


These requirements of the profession 
are expressed in the Canons of Ethics of 
the American Bar Association and _ are] 
based on the necessity that a lawyer’s eal 
duct in the practice of his profession, in or 
out of court, must express the ideal of) 
service and thereby support and create! 
confidence in the administration of justice! 
His standards of conduct are _personal.| 
Tests of character and learning as condi-| 
tions to the admission to the Bar are de-| 
signed to insure as far as is humanly pos- 
sible that they shall be possessed by each 
applicant. It is not conceivable that they 
could be maintained if a lawyer is de 
pendent for his livelihood upon employ- 
ment solicited for him by a_ collection} 
agency, an automobile club, an adjustment} 
agency, a bank or trust company, a charter/ 
company, title company, a runner, or other 
lay agency. Such enterprises are designed 
solely for money-making purposes—profit 
is their objective, not subordination of] 
self-interest to service for another. 

Lawyers in the conduct of their profession 
are concerned with every form of human 
activity. Accordingly, as a professional body 
they must be independent of and not subject 
to the control of separate and often competing 
interests if professional idealism is to survive. 
They are members of a liberal profession and 
liberal means free. It is the opposite of de 
pendency. The safety of society, the preserva 
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tion of property rights, the maintenance of 
credit, require a balanced and true adminis- 
tration of justice, and this can not be had if 
the Bar does not maintain the traditions and 
ideals which distinguish it from a business. 
** * 

The remedies for unauthorized practices are 
well established and such practices can be 
ended where the will to end them exists. In- 
stances where lawyers who have undertaken to 
secure business through solicitation or adver- 
tising by lay intermediaries or by employed 
runners, have been disbarred or censured are 
numerous, as are also instances where lay 
organizations which have sought to practice 
law or to profit by the exploitation of a 
salaried lawyer’s services have been punished. 


It is to be hoped that’ committees on un- 
authorized practice throughout the country, 
will in furtherance of the national bar program 
of the American Bar Association stir them- 
selves to renewed and extended activity and 
efforts. There is no doubt of the need of 
If the Bar continues to let its 
standards, its traditions and its ideals be de- 
graded, it has only itself to blame, for no 
other agency can be expected to come to the 
aid of a profession indifferent to the public 


such action. 


interest and its own welfare. 


“Where there is no vision the people perish.” 
XXIX-18.) 


(Proverbs 


1934 Judicial Election 


HE TERMS of nineteen Superior Court 

Judges in Los Angeles County will 
expire this year. Their successors—them- 
selves or other attorneys—will be chosen 
either at the primaries in August or at the 
November general election. 

There will be submitted to the voters 
of the state next November Constitutional 
Amendment No. 98, sponsored by the State 
Bar, which provides that when a judge’s 
term expires the only proposition on the 
ballot with reference to him will be: 
“Shall Judge................ be retained?” If the 
majority of the voters say “yes” the judge 
will remain in office another six years. If 
the vote is “no,” a successor will be ap- 
pointed by the Governor from a list of 


not more than three nor less than two 
furnished by a commission composed of 
the county’s state senator, the presiding 
justice of Division One, District Court 
of Appeal, and the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

The judges whose terms expire in 1934 
are: Judges William Tell Aggeler, Samuel 
R. Blake, Fletcher Bowron, Elliott Craig, 
Walter J. Desmond, William C. Doran, 
Douglas I.. Edmonds, Charles W. Fricke, 
Thomas C. Gould, Edwin F. Hahn, Mar- 
shall F. McComb, B. Rey Schauer, Joseph 
P. Sproul, Myron Westover, Emmet H. 
Wilson, Leon R. Yankwich, Frank M. 
Smith, Robert W. Kenney and Harry 
F. Sewell. The first 16 were elected; the 
last three were appointed. 


SUPREME COURT OFFICES 


Occupied by 
Emmet Seawell, 
Ira F. Thompson, 


for full term. 
for full term. 


APPELLATE COURT OFFICES 
John F. Tyler, Presiding Justice, 1st District, Div. 1, 


full term. 


Frederick W. Houser, Associate Justice, 2d District, Div. 1, 


full term. 


Albert Lee Stephens, Associate Justice, 2d District, Div. 2, 


short term, ending January 1, 1937. 


J. A. Plummer, Associate Justice, 3d District, 


E. J. Marks, Associate Justice, 4th District, 


full term. 


full term. 
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Welcome, New Members 


Aidlin, Joseph W. 

Allan, Robert Morton, Jr. 
Banes, Lafayette 
Barrett, Vernon 

3ent, Donn 

Bird, Curtis G. 

Bolton, John S. 

Brant, Freeman R. 
Brenner-Cohen, Joseph 
Brill, J. Stanley 
3uchalter, Irwin Richard 
Cahn, Bonhomme 

Clapp, Frederick H. 
Clopton, Mortimer Lockard 
Collins, Cecil W. 

Colville, Raymond P. 
Costello, Mark J. 
Dawson, John Harlan 
Dawson, Hon. Le Roy 
Dolan, John F. 

Dolwig, Richard Joseph 
Forster, Albert E. 
Garofalo, Ross Joseph 
Gates, Samuel F. 
Goddard, John Leslie 
Green, Arthur Leslie 
Grossman, Henry S. 
Harkness, Harvey A. 
Harris, Ford W., Jr. 
Hensel, Elizabeth R. 
Horton, William Landon 
Hunt, Reuben G. 

Jones, Clifford 

Johnson, Walter A. 
Johnston, Frank R. 
Kiech, Clarence F. 
Klein, Julius M. 
MacIntyre, Frank Allen 
MacDonald, Gordon Lennox 


UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF THE LAW 


The Virginia State Bar Association has 
proposed the following bill for passage by 
the Legislature: 

“Be it enacted by the General As- 
sembly of Virginia: 

“No person, firm or corporation shall 
advertise in any newspaper, any offer, 
direct or indirect, to draw any will, or 
have any will drawn, or to serve as 
personal representative or trustee under 
any will. 


Macdonald, J. Wiseman, Jr. 
Magasin, Paul 

McCarry, Thomas F. 
Meenan, Francis Eugene 
Meyers, Jack 

Miller, Wilson Lockwood 
Moffitt, Robert Allen 
Montgomery, Charles C., Jr. | 
Mott, Thomas D. 
Mullin, J. Stanley 
Murstein, Isidore L. 
Nessen, Michael I. 
Norton, Samuel Philip 
Novotny, Frank C. 
Peterson, Stanley Crain 
Porter, Andrew O. 
Prinzmetal, I. H. 
Rainey, Harry James 
Rainey, Lloyd Gilbert 
Randall, Frank E. 
Raskoff, Max L. 
Riskind, Morris 

Rogers, Kent Carvel 
Roest, Paul Oviatt 
Schor, Joseph Arthur 
Shapiro, A. Joseph 
Shapiro, Samuel 

Shaw, Lucien W. 

Shore, Irving 

Smith, Donald F. 
Solomon, John William, Jr. 
Stein, Jay J. 

Tagert, Ivan C. 

Taylor, Boyd Alan 
Testa, Alfred 

Weltner, Alaric F. 
Weltner, C. A. 
Wunderlich, Jean 
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“Any violation of this act shall con- 
stitute a misdemeanor, and be punished 
by a fine not exceeding $500.00.” 


resolution, setting out in 
greater detail the grievances nursed by the 
bar against unauthorized practices, has 
been adopted by the Payne County Bar 
Association in Oklahoma and is printed in 


the Oklahoma State Bar Journal for Oc 
tober, 1933, p- 126. 
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The Senatorial Investigation with Relation to Bankruptcy 


By Reuben G. Hunt, of the Los Angeles Bar 


HILE the recent investigation in Los 

Angeles and San Francisco, by a 
Senatorial Committee consisting of Sena- 
tors McAdoo of California, Ashurst of 
Arizona, Austin of Vermont, Hebert of 
Rhode Island, and Van Nuys of Indiana, 
centered most of its attention on equity 
receiverships, some consideration was given 
to bankruptcy practice and certain mat- 
ters were referred to which undoubtedly 
will be brought to the attention of Con- 


' gress by this’ Investigating Committee. 


These bankruptcy subjects can be classi- 
fied as follows: 


1. The substitution of salaried referees 
for the present system of paying them 
by way of commissions on disburse- 
ments to creditors. 

Restrictions upon those who may be 
appointed receivers and trustees. 

An adequate system for the policing of 
estates. 


tN 


Ww 


' 4. The curbing of equity receiverships 


where insolvency in the bankruptcy 

sense appears. 

The restriction of attorneys’ fees to 

some basis like that which exists in 

our California Probate Code. 

6. Restrictions upon those who may be 
appointed attorneys for receivers and 
trustees. 


wn 


REFEREE SALARY PROBLEM 

The Referee salary problem has been 
under discusion for a long time in this 
country. Under the present system, 
referees are paid $15.00 out of the filing 
each case filed, 25¢ for each 
claim filed and 1% commission on moneys 
disbursed to creditors. The criticism is 


| that the payment of compensation on this 


commission basis is payment to a judicial 
officer of fees out of money that may come 
into the estate through decisions made by 
him. It is contended that this system is 
Wrong in principle. (See Tumey v. Ohio, 
47 Sup. Ct. Rep. 437.) There is, however, 
no evidence that any referee was influenced 
by this system in making his decisions. 
There are many practical problems in- 
volved in placing referees upon a salary, 


such as how much shall the salary be? 
Shall it be uniform or graduated accord- 
ing to population or volume of business? 
Shall referees be distributed throughout 
the country as at present, or shall they 
be centered at the larger cities and ride 
circuit to cover the country districts? 
Shall the money be raised by a percentage 
tax on the estates or otherwise? Will a 
salary system tend to cause a deficit so 
that the Government will have to make 
good the difference? Etc. 

For a number of years there has been 
constant agitation for the creation of some 
method which will elevate the efficiency 
and integrity of those who act as re- 
ceivers and trustees. Various schemes 
have been suggested, such as official re- 
ceivers and trustees, licensed receivers and 
trustees appointed by the courts under the 
recommendation of the Attorney General 
as proposed in the Hastings Bill, and 
registered receivers and trustees as pro- 
posed by Wm. H. Moore, Jr., the well- 
known liquidator of Los Angeles. The 
registered receiver and trustee system 
seems most desirable because it eliminates 
politics and gives every person otherwise 
competent a chance to qualify. 


HASTINGS BILL 


We do not have now any adequate 
method of policing estates. The Depart- 
ment of Justice, probably without warrant 
of law, annually sends out inspectors who 
audit accounts of receivers, trustees, etc., 
but the results obtained by this method 
are far from satisfactory. The Hastings 
3ill proposes an administrator for each 
one of the ten circuits appointed by the 
Attorney General, who shall receive a good 
salary and be an attorney. Such a system, 
provided the appointment was made by the 
Circuit Court of Appeals Judges so as to 
remove the political element, might work 
satisfactorily and undoubtedly would be 
much more satisfactory than the present 
Department of Justice method. 


EQUITY RECEIVERS V. BANKRUPTCY COURTS 

The war between equity receivers and 
bankruptcy courts in cases where the 
debtor was insolvent in the bankruptcy 
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sense, has been long and bitter. When 
we speak of insolvency in the bankruptcy 
sense, we mean insolvency as defined by 
Sec. 1, Clause 15, of the Bankruptcy Act, 
which is that the estates “at a fair valua- 
tion” must be “less than the liabilities.” 
This excludes insolvency in the usual State 
Court, Equity Court, Canadian and Con- 
tinental sense, that a person is insolvent 
when he is unable to pay his debts in the 
ordinary course of business as they ma- 
ture. 

The recent investigation shows the ne- 
cessity of providing some system whereby 
when an equity estate shows insolvency in 
the bankruptcy sense, the case auto- 
matically is transferred to the Bankruptcy 
Court for administration. It is true that 
the Bankruptcy Act now provides, in 
Sec. 3-a-4, that if the equity receiver is 
appointed while the debtor is insolvent, 
bankruptcy proceedings must be instituted 
within four months, but it has been the 
universal custom of equity receivers to 
withhold information from creditors, par- 
ticularly as to who the creditors are, as 
long as possible in order to stifle bank- 
ruptcy, and the cost and expense of go- 
ing to trial on the issue of the insolvency 
especially since equity receivers are per- 
mitted to oppose an adjudication (Wood 
v. Natural Soda Products Co., C. C. A. 
oh, 1929, 13 A. B. R. (N. S.) 409, 
31 Fed. (2nd) 110) has deterred creditors 
from invoking the aid of the bankruptcy 
court, particularly because, in most cases, 
the returns that the individual creditor 
would get out of the estate are not 
large enough to justify him to go to the 
expense of employing counsel, auditors, 
accountants, etc., when there may be some 
question of the outcome. 


It has been suggested that whenever 
federal equity receivership proceedings 


shall be instituted for the purpose of con- 
serving and liquidating assets, the insol- 
vency appears in the bankruptcy sense, 
the court shall automatically enter an ad- 
judication and transfer the case to the 
bankruptcy side of the court; and that the 
four months’ limitation be removed; and 
that it be made an act of bankruptcy if 
any equity receiver is appointed for the 
purpose of conserving or liquidating as- 
sets without due notice to creditors and 
an opportunity for them to be heard. The 
recent equity rules adopted by the District 


——— 


Court of the Southern District of Cali. 
fornia will undoubtedly do much to heb 
clean up this situation. 


ATTORNEYS’ FEES 





As it is now, there is no limit in the) 
Bankruptcy Act or in the general orders} 
promulgated by the Supreme Court of the} 
United States for the regulation of bank- 
ruptcy administration as to what attorneys | 
fees shall be. This matter is left to the ) 
discretion of the courts. It has been sug- 
gested that some scheme be worked out! 
whereby, at least as to attorneys for re/ 
ceivers and trustees, a schedule of fees be} 
fixed along the lines of our California Pro-| 
bate Code with relation to, attorneys for} 
executors and administrators. The scale! 
in our Probate Code should not be taken| 


gat 
eit! 
dec 


as a model because it would be too low } , 


in the smaller bankruptcy cases. Probate! 
cases with assets from $10,000 to $25- 
000 are frequent, while bankruptcy cases 
with $10,000 are very infrequent; and, 
furthermore, the amount of work required 
of an attorney in a bankruptcy case is 
much more arduous and voluminous than} 
that required of an attorney in a prohate 
case. Another scheme suggested is along 
the lines of what is known as Bankruptcy | 
Rule 11 in the Northern District of Cali-] 
fornia, which provides that attorneys a 
receivers and trustees shall not be paid 
more than twice the amount of the re} 
ceiver’s or trustee’s commission for or-} 
dinary services, but may be allowed extra 
compensation for extraordinary services, 


such as contests over claims, litigation 
over the property of the estate, sales of 
real and personal property, etc. Such a 


rule should be broadened by providing that 
the court may award in any case up to a 
minimum of $50.00 and that order to show 
cause and compromise proceedings should 
be included among extraordinary services. 
Furthermore, there should be a_ general 
specification of what are ordinary and 
This 1s 
Some separate 


what are extraordinary services. 
not particularly difficult. 
schedule would have to be provided for 
restricting the compensation to attorneys 
for petitioning creditors and attorneys for 
bankrupts, based upon the size of the es- 
tate and fixed according to whether the 
services are ordinary, or extraordinary, of 


both. 
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RUMORED RECOMMENDATIONS 


It is rumored that the Senate investi- 
gating committee will recommend that 
either by statute or general order it be 
declared that no attorney for a creditor 
shall act as attorney for the receiver or 
the trustee. 

This is fundamentally unsound. There 
is no reason why an attorney for a general 
creditor cannot act as attorney for the re- 
ceiver or trustee because the creditor can 
act as receiver or trustee (in re Mayflower 
Hat Co., 23 A. B. R. (N. S.) 366, 65 
Fed. (2nd) 330) and if this can be done 
then his attorney should be allowed to 
represent him. A general creditor does 
not hold any adverse interest which would 
disqualify his attorney (in re Rury, C. C. 


A. 9th, 1924, 5 A. B. R. (N. S.) 295, 


) 2 Fed. (2nd) 330). 


Rules have been adopted in a few dis- 
tricts that no attorney of any creditor shali 
act as attorney for the receiver or the 
trustee. Here, again, we note the tendency 
on the part of the courts to abolish creditor 
control. If creditors are to be allowed to 
select the trustees, as now provided by the 
Bankruptcy Act, then such trustees should 
be free to select as his attorney, any at- 
torney of any general creditor, who does 
not have an adverse interest. The only 
qualification in each case should be that 
the person selected is not connected with 
an adverse interest. The fact that the at- 
torney selected is the attorney for a gen- 
eral creditor of the estate does not neces- 
sarily mean that he is connected with an 
adverse interest. General creditors have 
an adverse interest only when they seek to 
have allotted to them more than a pro 
rata of the estate, or to retain some ad- 
vantage over other creditors which they 
secured prior to bankruptcy. 


LESS RULES, THE BETTER 

Bankruptcy administration needs at- 
torneys representing non-adverse interest 
general creditors, who have a knowledge 
of the bankrupt’s affairs through their rep- 
resentation of such creditors, and who 
would thereby have an active interest in 
producing large returns for the creditors, 
and who would thus have a direct re- 
sponsibility to the creditors. Those who 
come into the case as strangers to the 
parties in interest have no direct responsi- 
bility to the creditors and are, naturally, 
interested mainly in the fees which they 


may make. It seems that the less rules 
we have upon this subject the better, leav- 
ing to the courts the discretion which they 
undoubtedly now have under the act, to 
supervise the selection of attorneys to the 
end that none shall be approved who are 
connected with real adverse interests. 

Such a rule or law would cause double 
expense to general creditors, particularly 
those who act through trade organizations 
and committees, which usually employ 
counsel to assemble evidence and then such 
counsel usually become attorneys for the 
receiver or the trustee and receive com- 
pensation out of the estate for services as 
such attorney for receiver or trustee and 
waive any claim against the creditors for 
their services prior to bankruptcy. The 
proposed rule or law would require general 
creditors to hire separate counsel and 
thereby be charged extra in addition to 
their pro rata of the cost of the fees of 
the attorney for the receiver and trustee. 

I refer those who may be interested in 
the further discussion of these matters to 
an article of mine entitled “The New Deal 
in Bankruptcy” which appears in the Janu- 
ary, 1934, issue of the Commercial Law 
Journal. 

BANKRUPTCY CONFERENCE 

The general bankruptcy conference com- 
posed of referees and bankruptcy lawyers, 
most of them representatives of the Na- 
tional Association of Credit Men, the 
American Bar Association, the Commercial 
Law League of America and the National 
Association of Referees in Bankruptcy, 
which just closed its fourth session at 
Chicago, after previous meetings at Bos- 
ton, St. Louis and Washington, and which 
will have a final session at Washington in 
January, has just about completed a very 
comprehensive revision of the present Act 
along sane and constructive lines. It is to 
be hoped that the bill it finally adopts and 
presents to Congress will contain a sug- 
gested solution for some, if not all, of the 
problems we have discussed in this article, 
for otherwise Congress may not pay much 
attention to its bill and turn a more re- 
ceptive ear to some bill, or some group, 
which will deal with these subjects. 

This conference was the outgrowth of 
hearings before a joint sub-committee of 
the House and Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tees in the spring of 1932 upon the Hast- 
ings Bill. So much opposition developed 
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to that bill that the sub-committee re- able that Congress in desperation will tum 
quested leaders like Jacob H. Lashly, of bankruptcy administration over entirely t 
St. Louis, the chairman of the Bankruptcy the Government to the detriment of refer. 
Committee of the American Bar Associa- ees and lawyers alike, and credit organ 
tion, and Robert A. B. Cook, the chair- zations and the creditor class will accent) | 
man of the Baukruptcy Committee of the this solution as the only way out of an} 
Commercial Law League, to prepare a sub- unhappy situation. ‘ , 

stitute. This general conference aims to We must realize that it is our duty as law. 
prepare a bill that will be reasonably satis- yers to help work out a bankruptcy system 
factory to all groups and upon all import- that will enable honest bankrupts to obtain: th 
ant matters where an agreement cannot be prompt discharge from their debts, that wil) 2” 
reached, each group will be left free to make it exceedingly difficult for a dishonest) in 
make its own recommendations to Con-_ bankrupt to get a discharge, and which wil 
gress. What Congress really should do is provide for creditors a reasonably economical) 
to appoint an official commission to study and efficient administration that will insure the P 
and report upon the subject, such commis- largest returns to them. These people are ow of 
sion to be composed of the same type of clients and we must serve their interests, even 
men, if not the same men, who have though our income may be diminished, for 
worked so industriously and faithfully in after all the bankruptcy law is solely for the) 
this general conference, that is, representa- benefit of creditors and bankrupts and the) g, 
tives of the leading organizations, both creditors’ money is involved when we pay) y 
legal and credit men, and prominent refer- compensation to referees, receivers, trustees) g, 
ees and bankruptcy lawyers. and attorneys. 0 
We must heed the warning signs and pre-| 








PUBLIC DEMANDS ACTION 





pare to meet any onrushing storm. Let uw Q 
The public and the business men de- not forget the ancient proverb of the houst) 
mand that something be done about these _ built upon a rock as compared to a house built) ¢ 
matters. If the referees and we lawvers upon the sand, and the recent movie fable off y 
avoid the issues it is not at all improb- the three little pigs and the big bad wolf. N 
N 
N 
[ 
e e I 
Junior Barristers 
To Handle January Meeting 
The program for the January meeting of the Bar Association on the 18th 
will be handled by the Junior Barristers. The details of this program will be 
found elsewhere in the BULLETIN. One of the features of the evening will be 
the presentation of cash awards to the winners of the recent Legal Article Com- I 
petition, by Judges Frank Finlayson, Oscar Lawler and Robert Kingsley. I 
Inasmuch as there were only six entries in the contest and four prizes are I 
to be given, the Committee on Literary Disappointments has provided two 


special consolation trophies which will be awarded concurrently in order that 
the recipients may readily find a sympathetic shoulder. 

Attention of all politically inclined Junior Barristers is called to the fact 
that their annual election of officers will be held next month. All members 
who have been admitted to practice by examination in California during the 
past five years are eligible to become candidates. A good supply of left-over 
grease for the lubrication of party machinery may be procured by calling 
Jack Hardy. 


_——— 
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Effective Work of Speakers Committee 


oe the past year the Committee 

on Speakers Bureau has functioned 
to a degree of consistency and effective- 
ness scarcely realized by the members of 
the Association. Weekly radio addresses 
and weekly Law Review Luncheon meet- 
ings have attracted wide attention and 
contributed very materially to public and 
professional recognition of the broad scope 
of Bar Association activities. The com- 


RADIO TALKS, STATION 


Dates Speakers 


mittee, of which Mr. Chas. E. McDowell 
is chairman, has met almost every week 
from 8 to 9 a. m., and formulated its pro- 
grams. 

Tue BuLtetin has printed from time 
to time reports of the committee’s work, 
and now presents a list of radio speeches, 
and luncheon addresses sponsored by the 
committee from September 1 to December 
31, 1933. 


KTM (8 P. M. FRIDAYS) 


Subjects 
.“Courts and the Depression.” 





“Motor Vehicle Act.” 








“Building & Loan Law.” 
“Law In Your Business.” 





“Something Connected With NRA.” 
“The State Bar” 





“Veterans Relief.” 





Gcteber 3............ W. A. Sherwin 

October 10............ Guy Richards Crump 
October 17........ ...Cong. W. E. Evans 
October 27............ William H. Anderson 


“The Courts of Yesterday.” 








November _ 3........ Claude H. McFadden 
November 


November 17........ Kimpton Ellis 


ee George Winfield Scott.............. 


“Repeal of the 18th Amendment.” 


“Legal Aid.” 





November 


“Public Defender.” 





= A es F. H. Vercoe 


December _1........ Judge Oda Falconer................... 
December _ 8........ Judge Edward T. Bishop........ 


aise “Sifting the Dragnet in the Night Court. 
nase “Speedy Justice.” 


calc “Jury Duty.” 
vey 2 .“Ambulance Chasers.” 
tea. “Mexican Divorces.” 


” 


STATION KFAC (6:45 to 7 P. M. SATURDAY OF EACH WEEK) 


December 15........ Judge Marshall F. McComb 

December 22........ Philbrick McCoy.......................-. 

December 29........ Wren; “A. Where cs... 
Dates Speakers 

November 25........Judge Leon R. Yankwich............... 

December 2.......Judge Samuel R. Blake 


Subjects 
“Introductory Talks on Courts and the Ad- 
ministration of Justice.” 
“Protecting Our Boys and Girls.” 





December  9........ Judge Charles Fricke 


“Pardon and Parole.” 





“Prohibition.” 





“Ts Punishment Swift.” 





“Good Citizenship.” 





LAW REVIEW LUNCHEON MEETINGS 


Subjects 
“Amendments to Code of Civil Procedure.” 





December 16........ Judge Isaac Pacht 
December 23........ Daniel Beecher...... 
December 30........ Frank G. Tyrrell 
Dates Speakers 
September 6........Prof. Stanley Howell 


September 20......Everett Mattoon 


“Changes in the Tax and Assessment Laws.” 





October 4...........Prof. Stanley Howell 


“Amendments to Code of Civil Procedure.” 





“Amendments to the Civil Code.” 





October 18.........George Nix... 
November 1........Judge Chas. S. Crail 


“Changes in the Probate Code.” 





November 15........ Grant Cooper 


“What the General Practitioner Should 





Know About 1933 Penal Code Changes.” 





November 29.......Judge Turney Fox 


“Practice Before the Appellate Department.” 
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Work of the Board of Trustees 


UNLAWFUL PRACTICE. 


Hl BOARD considered the report of 

the Unlawful Practice Committee that 
its attention had been called to an article 
published in “Property Owner,” the organ 
of the Realty Board, entitled “Free Legal 
Advice Offered Members.” The Commit- 
tee recommended that the matter be taken 
up with the editor of the publication and 
his attention be called to the fact that the 
article complained of constituted unlawful 
practice of the law. 

A member of the Board was appointed 
to handle the matter, and he reported back 
that the parties involved seemed very de- 
sirous of co-operating with the Associa- 
tion and that he felt confident there would 
not be a repetition of the act complained 
of. 

The Unlawful Practice Committee 
ported some time ago that complaint had 
been made that the Los Angeles Cham- 
ber of Commerce was advertising it would 
prepare codes under the NRA for a mini- 
mum fee of $5.00. The Board referred 
the matter to a Director of the Chamber, 
who is also a member of the Bar Asso- 


re 


COLORADO RIVER AQUEDUCT. 


A communication from the Citizens 
Colorado Aqueduct Committee, suggesting 
that the Bar Association adopt a resolu- 
tion urging the Federal Government to 
grant the application for $60,000,000 to 
assure construction of the aqueduct, the 

HOME OWNERS’ 

The Association was recently requested 
to furnish a list of members who would 
be willing to appear in court in behalf of 
home owners, in foreclosure actions, to 
assist the owners in obtaining postpone- 
ments in order that they may have sutti- 
cient time in which to secure the benefits 
offered by the Home Owners Loan Cor- 
poration. 

This matter was considered at length, 
and upon motion duly made and seconded 
the following resolution was adopted: 

Be It Resolved, That a committee 
composed of Thomas Case and Jack 

Hardy shall confer with the State Man- 

ager and Counsel of the Home Owners 

Loan Corporation, and if the commirt- 


LOAN CORPORATION. 


ciation, for investigation, and the Cham. 
ber has replied in part, as follows: 

“In the perfecting of an organization 
to serve the community on the various 
phases of NRA activities, one of the 
sub-committees was termed a ‘Legal In- 
terpretations’ Committee. The function 
of the Committee has always been con- 
fined to meeting with the general NRA 
Committee of the Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce, and to submit such gen- 
eral legal interpretations as would be 
called for from time to time in con 
nection with this activity. Further, tt 
was at all times made plain that in- 
terpretations given by the Committee 
were of a general character only, and 
when specific advice was called for such 
inquiries were immediately referred to 
members of the legal profession for 
handling.” 


A motion to receive and file the ex 
planation of the Chamber, and that no 
further action be taken, was adopted. Two 
members of the Board, Messrs. Daniels 
and Haight, voted “No,” and requested 
that their vote be recorded. 


afford employ- 
considered. It 
was not within 
of the activity 
and the com- 


apparent urgency being to 
ment for 10,000 men, was 
was voted that the matter 
the jurisdiction and scope 
of the Bar Association, 
munication be filed. 


tee is satisfied that situations have de 
veloped in emergency cases of appli- 
cants for refinancing of homes where 
foreclosures are about to be concluded 
in court, and that the applicants are s9 
financially distressed that it is impos 
sible for them to avail themselves of the 
services of an attorney in order to se 
cure continuances until the corporation 
has had opportunity to investigate theit 
eligibility for loans, 

Then, the Association shall prepare 
and furnish to the Home Owners Loan 
Corporation a list of members of the 
Association who are willing to appear if 
court for the owners without charge, 
for the purpose of securing continuances. 


on 
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COMMITTEE ON LEGAL EDUCATION 


On September 28, 1933, the Committee 


on Legal Education adopted the following 
resolution : 


“ResoLveD: That this Committee ap- 
prove the recommendations made by 
Charles A. Beardsley as Chairman of 
the President’s Advisory Committee of 
The State Bar of California, as set forth 
on pages 11 and 12 of The State Bar 
Journal, Vol. VIII, No. 9, and recom- 
mend to the Los Angeles Bar Associa- 
tion that it approve the recommendations 
therein contained, which are as follows: 

‘1. That the Board of Governors 
adopt, and recommend to the Supreme 
Court that it approve, amendments to 
the Rules Regulating Admission to Prac 
tice, so as to provide: 

(a) That students be required to 
register with the State Par before be- 
ginning the study of law, subject to the 
power of the Committee of Bar Ex- 
aminers te make such exceptions as may 
be necessary so that no injustice would 
be done; 

(b) That, beginning in the summer 
of 1937, The State Bar require all first- 
year students, subject to like exceptions, 
to take an examination in first-year law 
subjects, unless the students take ther 
first-year work in a law school that is 
approved by the Committee of Baz 
Examiners. 

(c) That whether or not a Cali- 
fornia law school shall be approved by 
the Committee of Bar Examiners shall 
depend upon the showing made by its 
students in our bar examinations, ac- 
cording to the statistics, the publication 
of which is now provided for in the 
Rules; that the test shall be whether at 
least 60 per cent of such students tak- 
ing the examination for the first time 


pass, and that such percentage be based 

upon the examination given in 1934, 

and thereafter, such statistics to be 

cumulative until they cover three years, 
and then to be based upon the last pre- 
ceding three years’ records; 

(d) That appropriate provisions be 
made for approving out-of-state law 
schools, either on the basis of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association’s approved list or 
otherwise ; 

(e) That each student taking the 
first year examination be required to 
pay such a fee. to be fixed in the Rules, 
as may be necessary to defray the cost 
of such examination ; 

2. That the fixing of a 60 per cent 
basis for the approval of law schools be 
not regarded as the adoption of a per- 
manent policy, but that it be the aim 
of The State Bar to gradually raise this 
requirement after the law schools have 
been given a reasonable opportunity to 
raise their standards; 

3. That this report be included in the 
supplement to the State Bar Journal to 
be mailed to the members of The State 
Bar, and be presented to and consid- 
ered by the membership at the next an- 
nual meeting; 

Be It FurrHer Resotvep: That the 

Secretary of this Committee torward a 

copy of this resolution to the Board of 

Trustees of the Los Angeles Bar As- 

sociation as the recommendations of this 

Committee.” 

The above resolution was considered by 
the Board of Trustees and upon motion 
duly made and seconded was adopted, and 
the Executive Secretary was instructed to 
notify the State Bar of California of the 


3oard’s action. 


APPOINTMENT OF GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 


From time to time the Board of Trus- 


ciation to take jurisdiction, be referred to 


Orporationftees has been requested to appoint a 
gate theitfcommittee to which grievance matters may 
be referred. The Board voted that a com- 
1 prepare imittee be appointed by President Larrabee, 
_—e - composed of a number to be designated 
rs of 4 by the President, and that grievance mat- 
eal ters wherein it is deemed advisable or 
tinuances PeCessary for the Los Angeles Bar Asso- 


such committee; that the committee shall 
forward such matters to the State Bar, 
and shall observe the results obtained, and 
make recommendations to the Board of 
Trustees on any matters which the com- 
mitee desires to prosecute. The commit- 
tee will be appointed at an early date. 











118 


LOS ANGELES BAR ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 











EXTENSION OF PLEBISCITE. 

A Special Committee on Extension of bers of the State Bar in Los Angeles 
the Plebiscite was presented to the Board County, and _ therefore recommended 
and approved. The Committee’s report against it. The Committee’s report recom- 
stated that while there is a division of mended that the time for taking the plebi- 
opinion as to the desirability of the pro- scite be advanced approximately five 
posed extension, it was the unanimous months ahead of the present prescribed 
vote of the committee that there is at time. The Board ordered that this mat- 
present no legal or practical procedure, ter be referred to a special committee 
and no assured financial resources by which will be appointed to consider changes 
which to extend the plebiscite to all mem- in the constitution and by-laws. 

THE COMMITTEE ON SUBSTANTIVE LAW. 

The annual report of the Committee on legislation for two years, be referred to 
Substantive Law was considered and it the Special Committee of Seven appointed 
was voted that that portion of the report to make recommendations to the Board} 
dealing with the question of the advisa- on changes in the constitution and by-+| 
bility of appointing this committee, and laws. 
other committees dealing with proposed 

SPEAKER FOR FEBRUARY MEETING 

Mr. Earle M. Daniels advised the Board at the Law.” The meeting will be held 
that Al Mason, of the Los Angeles Times, on February 15, 1934, at the University 
has consented to speak at the February Club. 
meeting on the subject, “A Layman Looks 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC DEFENDER’S LIST 

The annual report of the Committee on poor being represented in preliminary ex- 
Public Defender’s List was presented and aminations in felony cases in the Nigh 
approved. The recommendation of the Court is being followed up. 
committee with reference to the city’s 

MEMBERS’ ORCHESTRA. 


Mr. Rex Hardy appeared before the 
Board and stated that he was organizing 
an orchestra composed of sixteen attorneys, 
and suggested that this orchestra be used 
at the monthly meetings for providing 
music to the members. Mr. Hardy fur- 
ther suggested that the sixteen attorneys 
be given membership in the Los Angeles 
Bar Association without payment of dues. 


Importance of Local Bar Publications in Plan to Coord: 
inate Bar Activities Throughout the United States 


T THE LAST MEETING of the 
American Bar Association a program 
the Co-ordination of the Bar was 

adopted, in the carrying out of which bar 
publications will play an important part. 


for 


It was informally determined that this 
matter be considered later. 

It was the suggestion of the Board tha 
the orchestra be organized and operated 
under the jurisdiction of the Speakers Bu 
reau, and that Mr. McDowell, chairma 
of the Speakers Bureau, be notified of the 
Board’s ideas in the matter. 


During the past year forty-two state 
and local bar journals and several na 
tional publications have established re 





ciprocal exchanges. The circulation 4 
these publications is about three times tha 
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of the membership of the American Bar 
Association. “The state and local bar 
journals,” says Will Shafroth, assistant to 
the president of the A. B. A., “can be of 
enormous help in the National Bar Pro- 
gram adopted at the Grand Rapids meet- 
ing.” An outline of the program was 
printed in the October BULLETIN. 

Articles by outstanding leaders of the 
bar will be sent to all bar publications 
from the American Bar Association from 
month to month. Mr. Shafroth requests 


that these articles be published in furthcr- 
ance of the National Program. 

Thirty-three state bar organizations have 
official publications, and an Association of 
Bar Journal Editors has been formed. The 
association has compiled data on the cir- 
culation and advertising rates of twenty- 
five local bar journals, and the membership 
of the American Bar Association in the 
territories covered by these publications, as 
follows: 


Advertising Rate 














Single Insert. 
No. Membership in Locality 
Issues Of Local Full 
State Name of Publication per Year Ass’n, Of A.B.A. Page 
California ..............State Bar Journal................ 12 12,523 1,990 40.00 
e Los Angeles Bar Bulletin.. 12 2,325 840 25.00 
re Dicta (Denver Bar 
Journal). 12 680 504 25.00 
DO  <cesnkisssinanias Florida State Bar Ass’n. 
Law Journal... eS cea 540 30.00 
Wiel Illinois Bar Journal............ 12 4,200 2,648 40.00 
We bee Iowa State Bar Ass’n. 
Quarterly 4 1,350 481 75.00 
Louisiana .............. Tulane Law Review.......... oe 504 25.00 
Massachusetts ...... The Bar Bulletin (Boston 
SOE FAG Boicictnemmetins 12 1,800 ee. ee 
SE: | csccckintene Michigan Bar Journal........ 9 1,363 855 120.00 
Minnesota .........----- Bench & Bar of 
Rae ere ee 6 1,650 2 ae 
eee ere: Missouri Bar Journal........ 12 2,200 1,144 35.00 
ws K. C. Bar Bulletin.............. 8 800 284 10.00 
North Dakota........ Bar Briefs (N. D. Bar 
Ass'n.) 12 575 Se --ee 
RRS Ohio Bar Ass’n. Report.... 52 4,000 1,281 10.00 
2 Cleveland Bar Journal...... 10 2,000 319 50.00 
Oklahoma ............ Oklahoma State Bar 
, Re ee 12 3,987 480 25.00 
South Dakota........ South Dakota Bar Journal 4 758 eee oo a Gee, 
Tennessee ........---.-- The Tennessee Law 
Review oe 4 1,500 485 50.00 
([ eeeerrs Utah Bar Bulletin.............. 12 739 149 25.00 
Virginia .............. Virginia Law Digest.......... 12 1,184 445 25.00 
West Virginia........ West Virginia Law 
fn Se Se 4 750 358 40.00 
Wisconsin .........0- Bulletin of State Bar 
Ass’n. of Wisc......--.0---- 4 1,600 622 45.00 
American Bar Journal........ 12 ae. ee 150.00 
Journal of the American 
Judicature Soc................- a... <p 60.00 
Dist. of Columbia..Federal Bar Ass’n. 
Journal... 2 700 1,190 28.00 
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EP uiblication (abi oe tase 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 


ITS PRINCIPLES, PRACTICE AND INSURANCE 
(IN. TWO VOLUMES) 


by 
DOUGLASS ARGYLE CAMPBELL, A. B., J. D. 


Member of California State Bar, Lecturer on Workmen’s Compensation, Extension 
Division, University of California; Referee, California Industrial Acci- 
dent Commission; Member, California Safety Society. 


A WORKABLE, READABLE, USABLE HANDY LIBRARY IN A SINGLE SET! 


1 thgereme: EN’S COMPENSATION has many facets, each distinct in itself yet so cl 
connected with all other phases as to require knowledge of the whole to unders 
thoroughly any part. It is a growing, living problem involving law, medicine, mechanics 
psychology. Experience will teach some of the necessary knowledge, sporadic reading 
deepen the grasp on specific phases yet tend to confuse unless properly directed. } 

Try to find books on the various phases of compensation! Try to build a library 
Compensation! An expert, conscientiously working for years to accumulate his material, te 
ing it in daily practice, polishing it in Lectures, has presented for the first time a comp 
working library of Workmen’s Compensation in a single, handy, well-organized and thorou 
indexed set of two books. 

If you are interested in California Compensation, read the books! If you are intere 
in the compensation problems of other States, read the books! If you want to find the 
authority for any statement, turn to the list of cases covering the entire United States. 

Read the list of subjects and endeavor to think where else the same information is av 
able to you. A lifetime of accumulated compensation history and practice in a single souft 
so written that the layman can understand, so designed that the technician can verify and 
new authorities. 

A law book, a medical dictionary, a social history, an insurance manual, a shop sa 
guide, a key to California Compensation, Longshoremen’s Act, Interstate Commerce 
Maritime Law. A .complete working library in two volumes. A unique series of charts 
clear the intricacies of Dependency, Statute of Limitations, Interstate and Maritime Comme 
and Independent Contractor Tests. 

This is the only text on the Longshoremen’s Act and jurisdictional features now avai 
in the United States. 


PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE—TWO VOLUMES-—$15.00 plus sales tax 38c, $15.38 
(After publication the price will be $18.45, including sales tax) 


PARKER, STONE & BAIRD C 
NR A PUBLISHERS 


Chirty-six Years of Service to Lawyers 





241 EAST FOURTH STREET e TELEPHONE TRINITY 5 





WE DO OUR PART 
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